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Juneau Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 

-A Welcoming Congregation- 

November 2007 

 

Chalice Hall, 3915 N. Douglas Highway 
At 10:00 AM Sunday Morning 

 

The Reverend  

Kenneth Torquil MacLean, Minister 

November 4 AGAINST THE WIND AND OPEN SKY 
Worship associate:  Ben Van Alen 

Who stands out in your mind as exemplifying courage, standing up to a difficult      

situation? 

 

November 11  "Life Is a Highway -  Driving As a Metaphor"   
Lay leader: Nathan Zahnd   Worship associate:  Rachel Zahnd 
 

November 18 THANKSGIVING SERVICE 
 Worship associate:  Dave Dierdorff 

We will mark fifty years of Unitarianism in Juneau, giving thanks for all the persons 

who gave their time, their leadership,  and their resources to provide a liberal religious 

presence in this community. 

 

November 25 WHAT DO WE BELIEVE 
Worship associate: ??  Nathan Zahnd 

The English novelist Anthony Trollope provides the beginning of this sermon, and    

Shelley Kopp is part of the ending. 



Get a Clue as to Who’s Who-- 

JUUF Executive Board 
Dave Dierdorff, Chair 523-4623 
toisondor@gci.net 
 
Jetta Whittaker, Vice Chair 463-3507 
wheedle@alaska.net 
 
Mary Graham, Secretary 586-4938 
akmeems@gci.net 
 
Beverly Haywood, Treasurer 790-4069 
bhaywood@gci.net 
 
Duane Callahan 586-2958 
dcal@gci.net 
 
Ben Van Alen  
benvanalen@aol.com 
 
JUUF 789-9068 
Web Site www.juuf.org 
 
Linda Orr, Property Manager 209-0052 
 
Newsletter Editor – Send Me Stuff: 
Editor:  Beverly Haywood  
bhaywood@gci.net Fax: 790-3413 
 

 

UU 101:  
 

Orientation to Unitarian 

 

 Universalism 
 
On Wednesday, November 7 at 7 pm in 

Chalice Hall, Ken MacLean and the member-

ship and outreach committee are hosting an 

orientation to Unitarian Universalism and to 

our Juneau Fellowship. All are welcome, 

whether new to the UU scene or just feeling 

the need for a refresher. Tea, coffee, and 

hot cider will be available to wash down 

some good cookies. Call Madeleine at 523-

4623 any evening for further information.  

DST ends the night of 11/3 

Sunday 11/4 we'll be on AST  

COMMITTEES AND YOU 
JUUF’s committees are up and running, 
but new members are always welcome. You do 
not have to be a member of JUUF to be on a 
committee (other than the board). This is a good 
year to participate in the institutional life of the 
Fellowship, as Ken will be at each committee 
meeting helping us do a better job. We can all 
learn a lot that will improve the programs we offer 
the Fellowship and the community. 

Volunteer 
Check out our Volunteer Table! There’s lots 
of things that need doing, and if you are an 
early bird you can have your pick of chores! 
Not only do many hands make light work, they 
have fun, too! 

Rob Steele 1-Nov 

  Laura Cross 3-Nov 

  Mariah Cross 3-Nov 

Dick Monkman 4-Nov 

Rachel Zahnd 7-Nov 

Tatsu Monkman 12-Nov 

Ben Van Alen 15-Nov 

Wallace  Long 19-Nov 

Tina Kobayashi 20-Nov 

Beverly Haywood 20-Nov 

  Serena Cross 25-Nov 

Bob Bellagh 29-Nov 

Board Meeting on November 7th 

First Thursday of every month at 5:30  
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From the Chair 
  
Dream a little. Think about the Unitarian Universalist congregation that you attend in Juneau five or 10 

years from now. What do you see as you drive up? What do you notice as you walk through the front 

door and into the lobby? What do you see when you enter the main room or sanctuary? What do you 

enjoy most about the service that Sunday? And as you drive home, think back to the 2007-2008 church 

year; what are you glad the Juneau UU Fellowship did in that year? 

 

Those are the questions Janine Larsen asked us in the opening workshop she lead in mid-October. In 

attendance were three current board members, two former board members, and a few of our newer 

members. Like many visioning exercises, a range of answers were offered, but there was a common 

thread — participants envisioned a dynamic congregation of more than 100 members, enjoying its own 

building, a minister in the pulpit, a thriving RE program for the children, and the sounds of an organ and 

a choir. Looking back to the present, people were glad that we made the right choices in 2007-2008 that 

made it possible for the congregation to grow and prosper in the ensuing 10 years. 

 

Not every participant felt great about the growth. Two missed the good old days of a smaller community 

and a more informal setting. Janine and Ken pointed out that one of the challenges of a growing congre-

gation is to always provide a setting for smaller groups, whether it be a discussion group centered 

around current issues, a book group, a monthly dinner group, or an active social justice gathering. It is 

through these smaller groups that the larger group can prosper. 

 

During the coming months, small task forces will be reviewing our options for future professional minis-

terial and Religious Education assistance, and short- and long-term building needs. Our lease on Chalice 

Hall switches to a month to month rental on March 10, 2008, and our future in this space is dependent 

on both the plans of the property owners and our ability to sustain the current rental rate. The task 

forces will report to the board and the board will then make its own reports to the congregation. As we 

go through this important process, give yourself the visioning exercise and see where you come out. 

Talk to board members and Ken about your vision and think about what you are willing to do to fulfill 

that vision. 

 

I know that many of you may ask why we think that growth is good. My answer is that it is not growth 

itself that is good, it is what that growth allows this liberal religious community to do for its members 

and for its community. Ours is a faith in which our actions for social justice are more important than our 

beliefs, in which what we do is more important than what we believe. Through growth, we are better 

able to live our liberal religious principles. For me, that is a worthy goal and one I am glad to pursue. 

 

In faith, 



 
 

FROM THE MINISTER 

 We know that time passes quickly when 

you are having fun, but this is ridiculous!  Al-

most half of my time with you is gone!  And 

when we get into Thanksgiving and then Christ-

mas, the pace picks up, and it will be 2008 be-

fore we know it.  Terry and I are grateful for all 

that has been done for us to make us comfort-

able and able to get around.  The hospitality  

of Berta Gardner, Steve Wade, and now; Jim 

and Dotty Nelson has been terrific, and the use 

of Bev Haywood’s car made a great difference.  

Dave Dierdorff and Duane Callahan have been 

generous and responsive to my computer 

needs, and many of you have put out a helping 

hand when we needed it. 

 My strong hope is that together we can 

move the fellowship to whatever you and your 

leadership determine is the next step.  It seems  

to me that three main concerns present them-

selves for thinking and deciding: the short-term 

and long-term provision for meeting space; the  

future ministry needs; and supporting and 

strengthening the religious education program 

for our children.  All of these goals are depend-

ent to some extent on increasing our member-

ship.  Your input, through the personal and tele-

phone interviews, and in direct conversation 

with members of your board and your minister 

mean a great deal in helping us to move ahead. 

 It is good to be your minister. 

     Ken 

 
 
Religious Exploration News: 

 

Things are off to a great start in the back rooms of 

Chalice Hall.  Our preschoolers have been having 

fun doing preschool activities with Dana Richards 

and Kim and Jason Hort and assistance from other 

parents.  The elementary class (on the right side of 

the large room) has 11 to 14 children attending regu-

larly -wowza! Rob and Jetta are using an exciting 

curriculum called A Stepping Stone Year - they have 

so far spent time learning about creation myths from 

various cultures and points in history.  The oldest 

group, led by Debby Johnson and Erika Partlow on 

the left side of the large room, has been discussing 

current events and the seven principals, and has em-

barked on a monthly movie viewing off-site, with 

discussion to occur the following week. 

 

Pop your head in to check out our activities!  Better 

yet, sign up to be classroom helper! Our system has 

two lead teachers, one of whom, ideally, gets to en-

joy the sermons of our visiting minister every other 

week. So far, this hasn't happened, as not enough 

other people are signing up to be classroom he 

ers.  Being a classroom helper doesn't require any 

advance work or preparation (unless you are will-

ing), it mainly means you are there to help and sup-

port the lead teacher as the day's activities progress. 

 

In short, we really need your help, as our teachers 

need to hear Rev. MacLean as much as you do (if 

not more!).  I know I should put you on the spot and 

ask you directly, and of course you won't say no to 

that, so please do our Fellowship a favor and sign up 

now to take a shift as a classroom helper.  You'll 

have fun, I promise! 

jettajettajettajetta 
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JOURNEY TOWARD WHOLENESS (JTW) NEWS 
 

Key Week for Actions on Peace & Justice! 
Dear JTW-News Readers: 

If ever there was a week to act for peace and justice this is it! 

The Senate will be voting this week on the DREAM Act. This act will create a path to citizenship for undocumented minors who 

have lived in the US for 5 years and have a high school diploma or GED. Our Washington Office has faxed a letter to all US Sena-

tors asking them to support this bill that addresses part of our broken immigration system. Immigrant rights groups across the coun-

try are supporting it and asking everyone to call their Senators. Word about the vote is getting out on anti-immigrant website and talk 

shows and senate staff report that they are hearing from people who are against the bill. They need to hear from people of faith who 

support keeping immigrant families together. We have posted below the action alert from our allies at the National Immigrant Justice 

Center and the UUA's letter. 

The UUA is also asking the Senate to support an amendment that will include gender identity in the Employment Non-

Discrimination Act (ENDA) being voted on this week as well. 

Lastly, Win Without War (of which the UUA is an active member), has endorsed the United for Peace National Mobilization on Sat-

urday, Oct. 27th. Please send us digital photos and a report on your congregation's participation. It is time to stand up and be counted 

to put an end to this war. 

In faith, Susan & Audra 

Including Gender Identity in ENDA 
 
We at the UUA Washington Office have been very grateful for your support of the Employment Non-Discrimination Act (ENDA) 

through the ups and downs of the legislative process. We are writing now to ask for one final push in support of a transgender inclu-

sive ENDA. 

The 2007 UUA General Assembly passed a statement calling "upon all member congregations and individual Unitarian Uni-
versalists" to "support passage of employment non-discrimination legislation at all municipal, county and state levels;" and 
"oppose attempts to remove sexual orientation and/or gender identity to any proposed employment non-discrimination legis-
lation." 
Unfortunately, a version of ENDA which does NOT include gender identity--H.R. 3685?is expected to come up for a vote in the 

House on Wednesday, October 24th. Based on the 2007 General Assembly resolution, and the opposition of more than 300 groups 

from the bisexual, gay, lesbian, and transgender community, the UUA opposes the non-inclusive ENDA. We must stand together in 

support of an all-inclusive ENDA. 

Representative Tammy Baldwin (D-WI) plans to introduce an amendment which would restore the original gender identity protec-

tions. The UUA strongly supports this amendment. If it fails, the Association will oppose the overall bill. Individuals and congrega-

tions are encouraged to do the same. 

It is imperative that we work as hard as we can to increase support for the Baldwin amendment. Please take the time to encourage 

your family, friends and congregation to act now in support of a transgender inclusive ENDA. Print a call-in flyer to distribute to 

your church, send an email to your representative or visit our take action page for other options. Take action! Show your support 

for the entire BGLT community and call for an inclusive ENDA! Your call or email to your representative could be the difference in 

a yes or no vote for transgender inclusion! 

Thank you for taking the time to support a fully inclusive Employment Non-Discrimination Act. Your actions are not unheard. 

In Faith, 

Adam, Alex, Lisa, Grace, Kat, and Rob  

 

Witness to Stop the War - Oct. 27th 
 

Let's continue to witness to stop this war. United for Peace and Justice is coordinating events in 11 cities on Oct. 27th. Please send 

delegations from your congregations with banners, ask your minister to offer to speak or give a blessing, encourage families to at-

tend. The UUA is supporting these events. For more information see United for Peace & Justice. 
Wayne Smith of the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee will be joining Howard Zinn and others at Boston's New England 

Mobilization to End the War in Iraq - Rally at 12:00 Noon, Boston Common, Followed by a March at 2:00 PM. 

 

Send Us Your Reports!! 
Please send us reports of your congregation's participation so that we can include them on www.uua.org, UU-World.org, and our 

lists after the demonstration! Send us digital photos that show your congregation's banner and/or signs, along with a caption, and the 

name of the photographer so that we can credit her/him. Please also include a few sentences about who attended (minister, social 

action committee, youth group etc.), how many people came, and any 'color' you would like to add. This does not need to be long - 

just let us know you were there and witnessing. Write to Susan Leslie at sleslie@uua.org. Thanks!  

 



Juneau Unitarian 
Universalist Fellowship 

P O Box 020064 
Juneau, AK  99802-0064 

 

 

The inherent worth and dignity of every person  

Justice, equity and compassion in human relations 

Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth  

The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all 

Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part 

Web Site www.juuf.org 

 

JUUF Youth Group  

The JUUF youth group will be hosting 

Soup Sunday on 11/18.  
There will be a delicious selection  

of soup and bread available for a donation to the youth group.   


